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The Constant Call
200 year celebrations

Relive our special time in 
May celebrating at our 
Civic Reception, Glasgow 
Cathedral, and other 
events.

Growing together in Govan

Learn how our work at the 
Child and Family Centre is 
adapting to help lives flourish.

Musa’s story

Read how Musa overcame 
many challenges to create a 
positive and productive life 
in Glasgow.

How your support is transforming lives.1826 | 200 YEARS | 2026

SUMMER 2026
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Mungo, Nasmith and 
now.
Since you last heard from us, we have 
enjoyed a remarkable season of celebration 
as Glasgow City Mission marked its 200th 
anniversary. Friends old and new gathered 
from across Scotland, the UK and beyond, 
joining us at the City Chambers, Glasgow 
Cathedral, worship events and times of 
fellowship as we paused to give thanks for all 
that God has done through two centuries of 
Mission in our city.

Our celebrations culminated in a service at 
Glasgow Cathedral, a fitting reminder that 
the Christian story in Glasgow stretches far 
beyond our own beginnings, back to St Mungo 
and the generations who carried the Gospel 
before us. We were also privileged to welcome 
visitors from our global mission family, 
sharing stories of God’s work across nations 
and cultures. More recently, we had the 
opportunity to share our story at the Scottish 
National Prayer Breakfast, highlighting the 
enduring need for Christian compassion, 
dignity and hope in our communities.

This edition of Connect continues the themes 
of celebration, service and salvation. You’ll 
read Musa’s story, celebrate the contribution 
of volunteers, and discover opportunities to 
get involved through fundraising, volunteering 
and church partnerships.

Ultimately, mission is not about organisations 
or anniversaries. It is God’s Mission long 
before it ever became ours. Mission is the 
constant call upon the Church in every age. We 
are invited into it, to discern His leading, find 
opportunities for encounter, and demonstrate 
the Gospel. Thank you for your part in this 
small expression of Christ’s work in Glasgow. 

“ Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 
children of God. (Romans 8:14)

Charles Maasz
Chief Executive

We had an extremely busy and joyous 
May as we welcomed friends and fellow 
City Missioners from Scotland, UK, Europe, 
South Africa, USA and Canada to celebrate 
200 years of service

We started with a Civic Reception. We were 
welcomed into the beautiful Glasgow City 
Chambers building by the skirl of the bagpipes 
played by Jaz Scott, son of our Child and Family 
Centre Manager, Anne. Jaz was resplendent in 
the Glasgow City Mission tartan and he struck 
the right note to get the evening underway.

The City of Glasgow honoured the Mission by 
hosting the reception where nearly 300 of us 
gathered. Alongside our visitors it was great to 
see our present staff, volunteers and guests 
being joined by our supporters and former 
staff and volunteers. There were loads of hugs 
and handshakes, conversations and laughter 
as Mission stories were told.

We also received a plaque from Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar (the Western Isles Council), which 
is the only local authority in Scotland with a 
Gaelic-only official name. The plaque says, 
in both Gaelic and English, “Congratulations 
to Glasgow City Mission on your 200th 
Anniversary and for all the good work you do. 
In appreciation from Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar.” The plaque was presented to us by 
Charlie, our great friend and supporter from 
Stornoway High Free Church.

Jo, one of our supporters said, “what a superb 
evening I had on Thursday. I met so many 
inspiring people, and I felt the room radiated 
an amazing energy which hit you almost as 
soon as you passed through the revolving 
doors off the street.”

On Friday we had tours of our building in 
Crimea Street and then we went to our Child 
and Family Centre for lunch. Charlie, from 
Stornoway High Free Church, said, “Visiting 
the Govan Children and Family Centre really 

200 year 
celebrations

showed the amazing work and care and love 
for people and families that are vulnerable in 
the Great City of Glasgow.”

On Friday afternoon some of us went for 
a tour of Govan Old Church which was 
fascinating and the others returned to Crimea 
Street to discuss the worldwide City Mission 
movement and how we can support and learn 
from other each other. Andrew Sears of City 
Vision University, said, “In visiting Glasgow 
City Mission, I was curious to see if I might 
find it in a new prototype for the Fifth Wave 
City Mission to help bring new vitality to the 
movement. After seeing the work God is doing 
there, I believe that once again Glasgow City 
Mission may be providing a new approach that 
can help the City Mission Movement adapt to 
the rapidly changing needs of society.”

Friday evening found us at a praise night at 

St George’s Tron Church. Celtic Worship were 
playing as was David Brackenridge of Home 
Church with friends.

Then on Saturday we headed to Loch Lomond 
for a coach trip to show our guests some of 
the beauty of Scotland. A boat trip on the loch 
and lunch in Balloch were the highlights.

Appropriately we finished on Sunday at the 
magnificent Glasgow Cathedral. Meeting early 
gave the opportunity to explore the ancient 
lower church and have a coffee with friends 
before the service started. At the start of the 
service, we were welcomed to the Cathedral 
by the minister, Mark Johnstone. We had 
members of staff, trustees and supporters 
taking part in the service with David Harper, 
Associate Pastor at Auldhouse Community 
Church, and our former colleague, preaching 
on our nominated verse for our bicentenery. 

If you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light 
will rise in the darkness, and your night will become 
like the noonday.
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Isaiah 58:10 - “If you spend yourselves on 
behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of 
the oppressed, then your light will rise in the 
darkness, and your night will become like the 
noonday.” 

It was an uplifting service as we thanked God 
for His provision over the last 200 years.

In summary of our time together over the four 
days, Tom De Vries, President/CEO of Citygate 
Network, which represents over 325 Missions 
in North America said, “What a joy to be a part 

of the 200 year celebration of Glasgow City 
Mission! It is a reminder of God’s faithfulness 
and an encouragement of the legacy of faith 
that began so many years ago and now has 
a pervasive global impact. The gratitude 
for the leadership of Glasgow City Mission, 
the incredible hospitality that was shared 
during the event, and the influence that has 
been multiplied around the world cannot be 
overstated. It was an amazing event that our 
delegation from the United States and Canada 
was tremendously appreciative to be a part 
of.”

Musa’s story
When Musa arrived in Glasgow, he had 
nothing.

He had fled the devastation of war in 
Sudan, leaving behind everything familiar 
in search of safety. Alone in a new country, 
with limited English, no internet access, 
and nowhere to stay, he was told simply 
to “go to the council.” With no directions 
or support, he was lost, and instead of the 
council, he found the Mission

At our Overnight Welcome Centre, Musa was 
welcomed in and given the urgent practical 
help he needed. Thanks to the generosity 
of supporters like you, our staff helped to 
find him emergency accommodation and 
register as homeless. For a week, he stayed 
in an emergency room provided by the 
Mission, protected from the dangerous winter 
conditions he might otherwise have faced on 
the streets. Before long, we secured longer-

term accommodation for Musa and he began 
to believe that a more stable future might be 
possible.

However, having a roof over his head did not 
take away the loneliness that he felt. Far from 
home and separated from loved ones, Musa 
was isolated and uncertain about the future.

Determined to rebuild his life, Musa was 
invited to join our English classes. There, he 
improved his language skills, found friendship 
and discovered a place to belong. As his 
confidence grew, he integrated himself further 
into our community, joining other projects 
including a computing course within Urban, 
our programme for people ready to move 
beyond crisis towards independence.

It was there that Susan, our Urban project 
worker, came to know Musa well. She was 
struck not only by the hard work he dedicated 
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Growing 
together 
in Govan

Today, that work continues in fresh and 
hopeful ways.

Following the closure of the nursery in 2024, 
the team at the Child and Family Centre took 
time to listen, reflect and reshape what the 
Centre could offer to families in Govan and 
Linthouse. While the shape of the work has 
changed, the purpose remains the same: to 
provide a safe and welcoming environment 
where children and families are supported.

During this last term, the Centre has been full 
of life. Families came together at All Age Family 
Club, where children and parents shared 
food, activities, play and time together in a 
safe and relaxed space. Parent and Toddler 
Groups continued to offer a warm welcome 
for parents and carers with young children, 
helping families build friendships, reduce 
isolation and support their children’s early 
development.

After piloting an additional Parent and Toddler 
group on Tuesday afternoons during the first 
half of 2026, the team saw just how much 

families valued the space. It has been so 
well attended that it will now become part 
of the regular timetable from August. It is a 
simple but important example of the Centre’s 
approach whereby staff take time to listen to 
families and respond in practical ways.

We also have a Coffee Morning and Breakfast 
Club, creating space for parents and carers to 
connect, chat and find encouragement. These 
welcoming spaces matter. For many families, 
they offer a regular point of contact, a listening 
ear, and a reminder that they are not alone.

At our Child and Family 
Centre in Govan, the heart 
of the work has always 
been relationships. For four 
decades, the Centre has 
been part of the life of the 
local community, walking 
alongside children, young 
people and families through 
the joys, pressures and 
realities of everyday family 
life.

to gaining his IT qualification, but by his 
kindness. No matter what challenges he was 
facing, Musa always took time to ask others 
how they were doing and how he could help. 
He showed a genuine concern for the people 
around him, and whenever he completed his 
own work, he would be the first to volunteer 
to help others.

“Musa created a real sense of community in 
that class,” Susan recalls. “He made people 
feel welcome, valued, and included.”

With support around him and people who 
believed in his potential, Musa took more 
steps forward. With help from our team, he 
enrolled on an ESOL course at a local college, 
joined a King’s Trust employability programme, 
and took part in Skills Lab, an employability 
course equipping guests with the skills they 
need to find work and stability.

Wherever Musa went, his generosity 
and positivity left a lasting impression. In 
Skills Lab, he quickly became a source of 
encouragement for others. He threw himself 
into group discussions, volunteered to help 
and supported his peers. The same kindness 
and determination that had made him such 
a valued member of the Mission community 
continued to shine through.

The hard work that Musa invested into 
rebuilding his life has led to an incredible 
transformation. The young man who arrived 
in the UK alone with so little, has built a 
strong community around him, enriched 
the lives of countless others, and grown in 
confidence and purpose. Musa’s dream was 
to work in landscaping. His hard work and 
positive attitude made this dream a reality. 
Steady employment has brought financial 
security for Musa, renewed self-esteem, and 
the opportunity to move into his own flat and 

establish a home of his own.

His achievements have also been recognised 
nationally. Musa was awarded the prestigious 
King’s Trust Rising Star Award, celebrating 
young people who have overcome significant 
challenges. To receive this award, he attended 
a star-studded award ceremony at the Royal 
Albert Hall in London. He asked Susan, who 
had walked alongside him through so much 
of his journey to accompany him. This was a 
deeply meaningful moment for Susan, who 
reflected “it was so special to be there and 
celebrate the resilient and caring person that 
he is.”

Musa said, “the evening was unforgettable.” He 
met one of his personal heroes, Idris Elba, and 
His Majesty The King himself; a moment that 
once would have seemed unimaginable.

Despite all he has achieved, Musa has never 
forgotten the support he received. In his 
spare time, he volunteers in our Drop-in 
service, preparing meals for people facing 
homelessness, poverty, addiction and 
isolation. “It’s hard to describe how much the 
Mission has changed my life,” Musa says. He 
knows from experience that a small act of 
kindness can change the course of someone’s 
future, and he wants to be a part of making 
that difference for others.

Musa’s story reflects the heart of Glasgow 
City Mission. Having experienced the power 
of community, dignity, and compassion 
for himself, he extended those same gifts 
to others. In doing so, he embodies the 
values we are rooted in: that every person is 
valuable, made in God’s image, and worthy of 
unconditional love.

Every day at Glasgow City Mission, people 
arrive facing challenges that can feel 
overwhelming. With the right support, those 
challenges do not have to define their future. 
Will you help someone like Musa take their 
next step forward?
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We are blessed with over 150 regular 
volunteers from over 100 churches. Without 
this faithful and positive help, we could not do 
our work. Here David gives us his thoughts on 
his experience at Glasgow City Mission.

The Centre’s work with children is also 
developing beyond the building itself. New 
family learning sessions are planned in local 
schools, including a weekly messy science 
session after school, where parents and 
children can come along together. These 
sessions will give families the chance to learn, 
explore and have fun side by side, helping 
to strengthen confidence, curiosity and 
connection between parents and children.

Older children continue to be supported 
through the Superheroes Group, for children 
in P4 to P7. This has become a much-loved 
space where children can enjoy games, crafts, 
baking, creative activities and time to talk 
about faith and life. Children have described 
the group as “fun”, “kind” and “amazing” - small 
words that say something very big about the 
atmosphere that has been created by the 
team.

Through Superheroes, children are building 
friendships, growing in confidence and 
learning what it means to be part of a caring 
community. The group gives them space 
to be themselves and to develop positive 
relationships with leaders and peers. 
Superheroes is a great way to help the 
children see the value in who they are. 

Looking ahead, one of the most exciting 
developments is the launch of a new weekly 
Youth Club on Mondays from 4–6pm. This 
will be a space for young people moving on 
to high school, helping the Centre continue 
walking alongside children as they grow 
into the next stage of life. The young people 
themselves will help shape the group from 

the beginning. They will choose its name and 
create a logo, giving them real ownership and 
a sense that this is their space. The hope is 
that the Youth Club will be somewhere they 
can belong, build friendships, explore faith and 
values, and become more self-assured.

There is also a vision for some of the young 
people to become volunteer mentors. These 
young mentors would help in groups for 
younger children, giving them the chance to 
develop responsibility, leadership and care 
for others. It is a beautiful picture of growth: 
children who have been supported by the 
Centre becoming young people who can 
encourage and support others.

For families facing poverty, isolation, stress 
or uncertainty, this kind of early support can 
make a lasting difference. It is not just about 
filling time after school. It is about creating 
spaces where children and young people 
can feel secure, discover their voice, make 
good choices and understand that they have 
value and potential. In every toddler group, 
breakfast club, family session, Superheroes 
afternoon, school session and future Youth 
Club gathering, the Centre is helping to build 
confidence, connection and community, one 
relationship at a time.

As the work develops, the Child and Family 
Centre remains rooted in the same simple 
but powerful hope: that children, young 
people and families in Govan would have the 
opportunity to flourish.
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Having retired as a GP, I was keen to 
have a less stressful life but also keen to 

use some of my new found free time in a way 
which would make a difference to others. I had 
heard about  Glasgow City Mission before 
so made some enquires about the work it 
carried out. That sounded appealing so, 
having gone through the assessment 
process, I was delighted to be offered the 
opportunity to be part of the volunteer 
team working with international guests 
helping to teach English.

It has been a privilege to meet so 
many people reflecting the troubled 
areas of geopolitics around the 
world such as Ukraine, Syria, Iran, 
Iraq, Kurdistan, Eritrea, Sudan, 
Somalia, Vietnam and many other 
countries. In trying to offer these 
folk a safe and welcoming space 
in the midst of times of threat and 
uncertainty, it has been rewarding 
to learn about their different 
cultures and struggles. It is also 
great to feel part of a team of 
fellow Christians keen to embody 
their faith in a practical way.

I look forward to being at the 
Mission every week and the new 
and exciting challenges that lie 
ahead.

David Clarke
Volunteer

Volunteer 
Insights
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Men’s Group Tiree Trip

Pray with us

Give thanks for 40 years of our 
Child and Family Centre. Pray that 
it continues to positively impact 
children and families, and faithfully 
lives out the Gospel each day.

>

Pray for Musa. Pray a continued 
blessing on his life and pray for 
other refugees who come to 
Glasgow after fleeing war and 
persecution around the world.

>

More online

Stay up to date with 
our latest news and 
plans on Facebook, 
Instagram, Tiktok 
and our website:

www.glasgowcitymission.com

Respond
I’d like to set up a monthly donation

The sum of £10 £25 £50 Other £_______every month

On the 1st 15th of every month, starting in MONTH

Account holder:

Account name:

Charities Aid Foundation processes donations on our behalf and will send you a Direct 
Debit Guarantee and advanced notice letter before your first donation.

Sort code:

I’d like to give a one off gift of £

I enclose a cheque (payable to Glasgow City Mission) Or Please debit my card

Card No: Expiry: Start:

Security code (last 3 digits on the reverse of your card):

Please tick here if you do not require a reciept and please be assured of our thanks. 

Title: First name: Surname:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

I want to make this and any future gifts worth 25% more at no extra cost
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Signature: Date:

We’ll not share your details with any third parties for the purposes of their marketing or phone you to ask for more money. We’d 
like to let you know the impact of your support but if you don’t want to hear from Glasgow City Mission in the future, tick here

Please send me more information about:

volunteering
fundraising
leaving a gift in my will

booking someone to speak at my church/group
I want to receive prayer news by email

Email:

Reg Charity SC001499 SUM26

“I want to transform lives in Glasgow

Pray for our volunteers. Pray that 
they continue to have servant 
hearts as they support our guests. 
Give thanks for their unconditional 
love, and for the energy and 
faithfulness they bring as they 
serve alongside our staff.

>

Pray for the global City Mission 
movement. Each Mission serves a 
unique city or community, with its 
own challenges and opportunities. 
Pray that God equips them and 
provides the funding, staff and 
volunteers they need to be salt and 
light in their communities.

>

Pray for our staff and volunteers 
during the summer season. 
Whether they’re on holiday or 
staying at home, pray that they find 
rest and return refreshed to the 
Mission.

>

A group of ten men set off on a very special 
trip to the beautiful island of Tiree.

The group (who now call themselves The 
Tiree Ten!) set sail on a blue-sky day up the 
Sound of Mull, beginning a few days of rest, 
friendship and adventure. During their time 
on Tiree, the men enjoyed beautiful beaches, 
cycling, coffees, time together, and a warm 
welcome.

Those who came on the trip have been part 
of Mission life for some time, through our 
Drop-in, guest trainee opportunities, and our 
weekly Men’s Group. For some, this was their 
first holiday, or their first time away in years. 
It offered a chance to escape the stresses 
of daily life, rest in different surroundings, 
and experience genuine hospitality and 
encouragement.

The feedback from the group was how much 
they valued the beauty of the island and the 
kindness of the people they met. They were 
especially thankful to Tiree Baptist Church 
for their hospitality.

Thank you also to everyone who donated, 
shared, encouraged and supported this trip. 
You helped create memories, conversations 
and moments of peace that will stay with the 
men for a long time.
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Glasgow, G2 8PW.
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0141 221 2630

Come and soar through the 
skies across Strathclyde Park 

Loch while raising vital funds for 
those affected by homelessness, 

poverty and addiction in Glasgow.

S A T U R D A Y  1 9  S E P T E M B E R
Cycle around the island or climb Goatfell to raise funds for those 

affected by homelessness, addiction and poverty in Glasgow.

SIGN UP

SIGN UP


